
 



Lake Maggiore is ready to welcome you, at the start 

of the 2013 season, which debuts officially  on 

March 16 with the reopening of villas and gardens. 

A season that this year will be longer: in fact  the 

Borromeo Islands will be open till November 3, one 

week more than 2012. The Botanical Gardens of 

Villa Taranto will reopen regularly after the terrible 

tornado last summer and visitors will have the 

chance to discover it till November 3 too. By March 

16 the Borromeo Palace on Isola Bella will be re-

newed thanks to the jobs that are affecting the en-

tire exterior façade and that will review the original 

colours after 400 years. This big restoration work – 

strongly desired by the Borromeo Family after the 

damages caused by  last summer twister –  will re-

pair every inch of exterior surfaces, from the most 

ancient to the most recent ones dating  from  last 

century. The  Borromeo's Islands this year will be 

accessible  very  easily: “Navigazione Lago Mag-

giore”, the local public company, triples its races 

from “Lido di Carciano” (a hamlet of Stresa) to Isola 

Bella (25 times a day), while boats to all the islands 

will be 22 with departure every 30 minutes. The 

three islands will be reachable by private boats too.

 

Lake Maggiore tourist season starts on March 16.

After   a   summer     twister   in 2012   Villa Taranto   Botanical     Gardens     reopen     regularly.  

400     years   later   the     Borromeo     Palace   original colours   on     Isola     Bella   are   back     

to     shine     thanks     to   a   make-up     work     on   its façade.  



From spring to autumn take the chance and discov-

er local food&wine specialities together with our folk 

traditions thanks to the most important popular 

feasts and traditional festivals hosted in the moun-

tain and lakes villages. Do not miss the opportunity 

to have a relaxing, involving and tasty 2013 in the 

tourist  area of the Lakes District. This year the his-

tory of our tourist  accommodation will be also cel-

ebrated thanks to three important anniversaries: the 

150 years of Grand Hotel Des Iles Borromees and 

the Hotel Restaurant by the Toce Waterfall as well 

as those of the discovery of hot springs in 

Bognanco Valley. The Lakes District will guest once 

again international music festivals, such as the 

Stresa Music Festival (“Settimane Musicali di 

Stresa e del Lago Maggiore”) and the “Baveno 

Festival Umberto Giordano”, unusual events hosted 

in the marvellous  Ancient Marble Quarry of Or-

navasso and the World Fireworks Championship, 

“Fiori di Fuoco 2013”, which will enrich next sum-

mer nights in  exclusive locations. Moreover the 

boat ride series called “Naviga con Noi dal Lago 

Maggiore al Ticino”  will be organized by the 

Province Novara at summer beginning to let visitors 

observe in total relax the luxuriant nature of the Ti-

cino River Park.

Besides the events, discover the nature and many 

opportunities that this territory, a real "outdoor 

gym", offers to those who love moving  in the  open 

air: lake cruises and travel on  board of  Vi-

gezzina-Centovalli electric train, hiking, trekking, 

water sport, golf or just walking in the mountain 

area around Lake Maggiore, Lake Orta and  Lake 

Mergozzo. For the bravest... exciting activities and 

breathtaking bob slides aboard of Alpyland Alpine 

Coaster.

Lake Maggiore, Lake Orta and Lake Mergozzo, to-

gether with the Ossola Valleys, are waiting for you  

to spend your unforgettable holiday in one of more  

than  700  facilities,  including  luxury  hotels  and  

charming  bed and breakfasts,  to  enjoy  the  good-

ness of food tradition looking to innovation, to dive  

into the history and culture of a gorgeous territory. 

 



Spring is the best season to visit botanical gar-

dens and sumptuous villas overlooking Lake 

Maggiore, a special occasion to spend some 

days on Lake Orta or to enjoy some beautiful mo-

ments in the Ossola Valleys. From the end of 

March gardens and villas will welcome Italian and 

foreign tourists, who reach the Lakes District to 

spend their first spring weekend.

After the violent cloudburst in last August Villa 

Taranto in Verbania Pallanza  will open from 

March 16 till November 3, everyday from 8.30 to 

18.30. The 16  hectare  wide  gardens exhibit 

20.000 botanical plants, 80.000 bulbous plants 

and 15.000 different flowers. Camellias, rhodo-

dendrons, tulips, azaleas, water lilies and victori-

ae amazonicae will make each visit a unique ex-

perience. 

This year the FAI Italian  Environmental Associ-

ation includes Villa Taranto in the open sites dur-

ing the so called “Spring Days”  in March 23 and 

24. From April 13 to 28 during the famous “Tulip 

Week”  you will become eyewitness of a real 

spectacular and sparkling firework of colours with 

over 80.000 buds. In the Tulip’s Maze you can 

marvel at over 65 varieties; relating to colours 

and forms among these stands out the coveted 

black tulip "Queen of night" and the imposing "Big 

chief", the corolla of which reaches an almost 10 

centimetre  large  diameter. The huge Dahlias 

Labyrinth (500  Sm)  of Villa Taranto will host, 

from July to October, a special exhibition dedic-

ated to the dahlia: there  fans will find more than 

350 different flower species.

Info: www.villataranto.it

On March 16 the gardens in Borromeo’s 

dominions on Lake Maggiore, Isola Madre and 

Isola Bella, will reopen after having been closed 

since last October, a time during which plants 

were guaranteed their necessary rest and main-

tenance work was carried out.

The gardens will explode with the colours of thou-

sands of tulip bulbs the Borromeo’s gardeners 

planted last autumn to bring the Renaissance 

park  of Isola Bella and the romantic one of Isola 

Madre to life in an endless array of different 

shades. Along with tulips and ancient flower vari-

eties, other key features will be azaleas and 

rhododendron bushes, which are ubiquitous on 

Isola Madre in numerous different varieties. In-

deed, having found their ideal habitat here, they 

cover every space as far as the eye can see. 

Meanwhile, big lilac bushes and first fragrant wis-

 

Botanical gardens and Borromeo Islands:

an eight-month long experience between flowers and art



teria blossoms will fill the air with wonderful 

scents. As well as camellias there are numerous 

different rose varieties that, despite being present 

in all three gardens belonging to  the Borromeo 

Family, reign supreme on Isola Bella.

With more than 2.000 paintings art on both is-

lands waits for you! The famous “Quadreria Bor-

romeo” or General Berthier's  art gallery, housed 

in the  Princes’  Villa on Isola Bella, presents 130 

Lombard Baroque styled paintings, excellent cop-

ies of Raffaello, Correggio, Tiziano, Guido Reni’s 

works of art, a special exhibition of Bergognone, 

Boltraffio and Giampietrino's, many of which are 

authentic masterpieces, and others based on flor-

al theme; baroque decorations in the Throne 

Room and the Queens' Room.

The     Palace     of     Isola     Bella     will     be     open     to     the     pub  -  

lic     everyday   un  til     October     20     (9-17.30)     and   ex  -  

ceptionally    from     October     21     to     November     3     (re  -  

duced     opening     time).  

Info: www.borromeoturismo.it

In Stresa, the pearl of Lake Maggiore, you can 

visit from the half of March till October 31 (9-18) 

the park of Villa Pallavicino, created English 

style in the 19th century and bought in 1862 by the 

Marquis Pallavicino. It extends over a 20 hectare 

area with tree-lined paths (7 km total length), 

wonderful flower-beds and a botanical garden. 

Animals are the principal attraction there: you will 

see more than 40 species of mammalians and 

exotic birds (lamas, kangaroos, zebras, flamin-

gos, etc.) which live wild in a totally natural envir-

onment.

Info: www.parcozoopallavicino.it

The Alpinia Botanical Garden, 300 meter 

nearby the first station of the cable car  Stresa-

Alpino-Mottarone, will reopen everyday from the 

beginning of April to October (9.30-18). This 

40.000 Sm large, huge garden holds an important 

rule, that is preserving the mountain flora. 

Moreover, the view from its natural terrace (760-

810 M a.s.l.) is really enchanting and gives visit-

ors the possibility to admire Lake Maggiore with 

the Borromeo Gulf and the high mountain chain, 

going over the skyline.

Info: www.giardinoalpinia.it

 

http://www.parcozoopallavicino.it/
http://www.borromeoturismo.it/


The renewed timetable of the “Navigazione Lago 

Maggiore”, the shipping public company of the 

area, will be effective from March 24, 2013. A 

series of boat trips will be available to reach 

quickly and easily the Borromeo  islands as well 

as lake coastal towns in Italy and Switzerland. 

The initiative “Crociera al tramonto” goes on on 

non-working days until March 17: a two-hour long 

“cruise at dusk” around the Borromeo Gulf, along 

Piedmontese and Lombard  shores with a ro-

mantic stop in front of the Santa Caterina del 

Sasso Cluster. 

Info: Tel. +39 0322 242352 -  www.navlaghi.it

The offer of “Lake Maggiore Express”  is really 

interesting. An unforgettable journey by train, Vi-

gezzina-Centovalli rail and boat between Italy and 

Switzerland, between lake and mounts: the spe-

cial tour will be available from March 24 to Octo-

ber 13. 

Info: Tel.  +39 0324 242055 – 

www.lagomaggioreexpress.com

On Lake Orta the “Navigazione Lago d'Orta” 

public boats (www.navigazionelagodorta.it) will 

restart their runs on March 30 with the main lines 

and many special proposals, like the daily cruises 

or those ones in occasion of special events. 

The Isle of St. Giulio is also reachable by Orta S. 

Giulio private boats (www.motoscafisti.com): 

once arrived on the beautiful island, don’t miss a 

visit to St. Giulio Church, open to visitors every-

day from 9.30 to 12.15 and from 14.00 to 18.00 

(Info: Tel. +39 0322 905614).

 

By boat on Lake Maggiore and Lake Orta: 

touching water ways with view!

http://www.lagomaggioreexpress.com/
http://www.navlaghi.it/


The Park of the Rocca (Fortress) Borromeo is 

the ideal place to have a relaxing walk, nearby 

the historical centre of Arona. From March 15 it 

will  be  open  everyday  till  sunset.  In  particular 

from  March  15  to  April  30  from  Tuesdays  to 

Sundays, 10.00-19.00 (on Fridays and Saturdays 

10.00-21.00);  from  May  1  to  October  15  from 

Tuesdays  to  Sundays,  10.00-20.00  (on  Fridays 

and Saturdays 10.00-22.00).

From March 31 the Statue of St. Carlo Bor-

romeo on the Sacred Mount of Arona will be 

once again open. The entrance to the second 

world  highest statue (31,88 M)  after the Liberty 

Statue in  New York will be possible  everyday. 

Committed by Cardinal Federico Borromeo, the 

statue was completed in 1698. The colossus, 

meant to hand down to posterity the figure of the 

Saint born in Arona in 1538 and Archbishop  in 

Milan, had to be visible from the lake as well. 

Giovan Battista Crespi, better known as Cerano, 

was put in charge of realizing the colossal statue 

which was built with cold-hammered sheets of 

copper joined together with nails and tie-rods. It 

can be visited on the inside and from the pedestal 

one can enjoy a fabulous panoramic view. Chil-

dren under 8 not admitted. Opening: from March 

1 (on Saturdays and Sundays only, winter 

timetable) and from March 31 on (everyday, sum-

mer timetable).Info: Tel. +39 0322 249669

 

Reopening of the Rocca Borromea 

and the San Carlo Statue in Arona



Camellia is Lake Maggiore official flower. In spring the 

Camellia National Exhibition in Verbania and in Can-

nero Riviera, almost unique in Italy,  is dedicated to 

the  “perfect  flower”.  Its  47th  edition  will  occur  on 

March 23-24, 2013.  

In the wonderful location of Villa Giulia in  Verb-

ania experts, lovers and visitors will be able to ad-

mire three hundred camellia varieties cultivated 

by 200 flower growers belonging to the associ-

ation “Consorzio Fiori Tipici del Lago Maggiore”.

Many other events are in program during the two 

days: a camellia market, meetings, cultivation les-

sons (on reservation), gardening laboratories for 

children, book stands and tastings of camellia sin-

ensis tea. Not only: guided tours to camellia 

collections in local botanical gardens and vil-

las on reservation.

In Cannero Riviera (about 15 km far from Verb-

ania) there will be the other Camellia Exhibit 

with shopping stands, books on the topic, camel-

lia perfumes and cosmetics, walks as well as 

cruises to the Cannero Castles.

A real occasion to spend your weekend on the 

lake, visit some tourist attractions in Verbania and 

Cannero, relax on the roads along the lake or 

have shopping in their historical centres. Profit it!

Info: Verbania Tourist Office Tel. +39 0323 

503249; Pro Loco Cannero Riviera Tel. +39 0323 

788943

On March 16 and 17, 2013 the typical Citrus 

Fruits Festival called “Gli agrumi di Cannero 

Riviera” comes back in the nice and sunny town 

of northern Lake Maggiore  to delight every visit-

ors by exhibiting a fruit series that is traditionally 

cultivated thanks to the mild climate of the area.

Lemons, oranges, grape fruits and mandarins are 

so special there  not only for tourist reasons but 

also because of the  local production of jams, li-

queurs, sweet cakes and biscuits. A Citrus Fruits 

Park is open too, following the project which aims 

to exploit special fruits and enhance agricultural 

tradition. Of course special menus based on  cit-

rus fruits in restaurants of Cannero and interest-

ing hotel offers for the weekend are also  waiting 

for you!

Info: Cannero Riviera Tourist Office Tel.  +39 

0323 788943 - www.cannero.it

 

The season of great events between lakes & mountain

On Lake Maggiore the unmissable camellia and citrus fruit exhibitions



The International Festival “Settimane Musicali 

di Stresa e del Lago Maggiore”

The 52nd Stresa Festival or “Le Settimane Musi-

cali di Stresa e del Lago Maggiore” is an impor-

tant classic music festival internationally recogni-

zed and proposes in 2013 a series of not-to-be-

missed  events  on  Lake Maggiore  and surroun-

dings.

2nd edition for the short jazz festival, entitled 

“Midsummer Jazz Concerts”, scheduled in 

Stresa the weekend of July 19-21 (Stresa lake 

shore, La Palazzola area).

The festival will continue with “Musical Medita-

tions”  (Renaissance and Baroque music) from 

July 25 to 28 and with the main core (“Tra cielo e 

terra”) from August 24 to September 7.

Among the great artists you will listen to Julian 

Steckel from Berlin, the  Gstaad Festival Orches-

tra conducted by Neeme Järvi and the piano artist 

Fazil Say, the Czech Philharmonic conducted by 

Jiří Bělohlávek and the Russian pianist Kirill Ger-

stein, Gianandrea Noseda conducting the Regio 

Theatre  Orchestra and Chorus from  Turin 

(„Stabat Mater“ by Rossini) as well as the Stresa 

Festival Orchestra (music by Bach, Schubert and 

Mozart). All performances will take place in won-

derful locations such as the Borromeo Palace on 

Isola Bella, the Cashmere Loggia on Isola Madre, 

the Visconti Castle in Vogogna, the Rocca Bor-

romeo in Angera.

Box office open from Monday, May 13 on. Tickets 

also available online.

Info: Via Carducci 38, Stresa (VB) - 

www.stresafestival.eu – Tel. +39 0323 31095

 

 Important music, theatre and literature festivals in summer



The “Baveno Festival Umberto Giordano" and 

other appointments with big music

From July 12 to 21, 2013 once again important 

music events on Lake Maggiore. The “Baveno 

Festival Umberto Giordano", first of all, is the 

most important festival in Italy dedicated to Um-

berto Giordano's leading figure, a  famous Italian 

composer who loved spending his holidays and 

work-time on Lake Maggiore, in the marvellous 

Villa Fedora. Protagonists of the 16th festival edi-

tion  are  big artists performing in unusual loca-

tions. Different art shows (music, poetry, etc.).

Info: Tel.  +39 0323 924632 - 

www.festivalgiordano.it

In the suggestive nature scenery of the Ornavas-

so Ancient Marble Quarry (a quite unique ex-

ample of 200 Meter long quarry excavated in the 

heart of the mountain, whose marble was em-

ployed for the Cathedral in Milan as well as other 

relevant Italian monuments) music and art will 

mix to create magic atmosphere. Fixed 8°C tem-

perature inside the quarry. Season 2013 will be-

gin on May 1 with “La Divina Commedia recitata 

sotto terra”, readings from  Dante Alighieri's liter-

ary masterpiece accompanied by medieval mu-

sic. Let's  go on with other interesting events in 

July (4-11-18-25) and August (1-8-15-22-29).

At the beginning of August everyone will be able 

to experience the live jazz melodies of the “Mi-

asino Jazz Festival”, 13th edition. On the hills of 

Lake Orta  some of the most important national 

and international jazz bands. From August 5 to 7.

"Tones on the stones”, 7th edition: the music, 

dance and theatre festival occurring in July in 

VCO quarries. The so called “stone theatres” will 

be source of inspiration for any artistic perform-

ance. A great event to celebrate the 200th An-

niversary of composer Giuseppe Verdi's birth is 

programmed too.

From June 7 to September 14 the guitar festival 

“Un paese a sei corde”, 8th edition will deal with 

live concerts dedicated to contemporary guitar 

music. Entry free. Concerts at 21.

 

http://www.festivalgiordano.it/


 

“Fiori di Fuoco”, the 15th World Fireworks Championship

In July inauguration of the World Fireworks Championship, 2013 edition in Formazza Valley, next to the 143 

Meter high Toce Waterfall, one of the most beautiful in Europe. Until the end of August the best fireworks 

teams in the world will then compete with “Fiori di Fuoco” weapons in fantastic places on Lake Maggiore (Au-

gust 15 in Laveno, August 17 in Verbania), on Lake Orta (August 18 in Omegna) and in the Ossola Val-

leys (August 14 in Santa Maria Maggiore, Vigezzo Valley)... Summer nights will be juiced up by thousands 

of colourful lights and moving tones! 

“Fiori di Fuoco“ is organized thanks to the “Parente Fireworks” technical support.



The Ossola Valleys and the hills around Lake 

Orta (Cusio) and Lake Maggiore (Vergante) pro-

pose every year some of the most awaited and 

tasty events in  Piedmont dedicated to local 

food&wine traditions.

Let's start on April 20 and 21 with “Pane Form-

aggio e Pietra”  in Beura Cardezza (Val Grande 

National Park, Ossola) and folk groups, ancient 

jobs, art exhibitions, tastings, culture debates and 

guided tours in the old town. Let's continue on 

May 1 with traditions and typical products of 

“Sagra del I Maggio –  La Vita tra Leponti e 

Walser” feast in Ornavasso (Ossola). 

On July 5-7 the St. Bernard Fair at the foot of 

Mount Rosa, in the marvellous Walser village of 

Macugnaga (Anzasca Valley, Ossola). In summer 

don't miss the Potato Festival in Montecrestese 

(Antigorio Valley, Ossola) from August 23 to 26, 

the International Chimney Sweepers' Meeting 

in Santa Maria Maggiore (Vigezzo Valley, Ossola) 

from August 30 to September 2, the 26th Blue-

berry Festival in Bognanco (Bognanco Valley, 

Ossola) on September 1, the 88th Grapes Feast 

in Masera (Ossola) from September 5 to 8. 

Autumn feasts with “Sagra Settembrina del 

Lago d'Orta”  on September 15 in Gozzano 

(Lake Orta), “Sapori in Festa”  on September 29 

in the Park of the Dal Pozzo Castle in Oleggio 

Castello (Lake Maggiore), the Transhumance 

Feast in Nebbiuno (Vergante) in the end of Octo-

ber, the Porcino Mushroom Feast in Trontano 

(Ossola) from September 13 to 15 and finally the 

Pumpkin Festival in Omegna (Lake Orta) in the 

half of October.

 

Folklore and typical products

from Ossola to Lake Maggiore and Lake Orta Hills



2013, the year of great anniversary celebrations 

in the Verbano Cusio Ossola area. The Grand 

Hotel des Iles Borromées in Stresa (Lake Mag-

giore) and the Cascata del Toce Hotel Restaurant 

in Formazza (Formazza Valley, Ossola) are going 

to feast their 150th opening year while the Water 

Springs of Bognanco (Bognanco Valley, Ossola) 

their discovery 150 years ago.

Three appointments with tourism history, famous 

visitors' experiences, tourist  traditions still main-

tained and new trends in Italy and Europe. 

These topics and much more  will be discussed 

on:

-  March 16-17, celebration for the 150th An-

niversary and March 23-24 (FAI Spring Days), 

guided tours of the Hotel - Grand Hotel des Iles 

Borromées

-  September 29, celebration for the 150th An-

niversary - Cascata del Toce Hotel Restaurant

- Celebration for the 150th Anniversary (picture exhib-

it, music concerts, folk, sport and literature prize giv-

ing) - Bognanco Springs

 

2013: great tourism celebrations 

in the Verbano Cusio Ossola Province



 


